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government officials, the despotism of the council was equaled only
by the complete corruption in the life of the community. "In their
ways and customs," an observer remarked in 1827, "one can see
that their.morals are greatly defiled." In 1835-39 these circumstances
led to a governmental investigation, which in 1841-45 ended in the
banishment of the Dukhobors to the Caucasus from Molochnyia
Vody, where they had been living since the time of Alexander I.
Parallel with the decline in the inner life of the Dukhobor com-
munity the doctrine also degenerated. In 1827, when comparing
their past with the present, the same observer stated: "Those who,
although deluded, still possess a general idea of divinity are scarce
in these days; the majority show great ignorance in discussing re-
ligious worship/* Actually this decline of the intellectual standards
in the Dukhobor doctrine was reflected in an excess of symbolism
and the uncritical acceptance of dogmas, the clue to the under-
standing of which had been lost. At least we get such an impres-
sion from the old Dukhobor Catechism.
Thus the compromises between the ideal and actuality which the
Dukhobors attempted resulted in a deterioration of both their re-
ligious life and their doctrine. At the same time the compromise
with the old Sectarianism led to the formation of new sects of a
more moderate character along the lines of Evangelical Christi-
anity.
This development started among the less intellectual Sectarians
of the Tambov province. One of their members, Simon Uklein,
the son-in-law of Pobirokhin, began to doubt the validity of the
Dukhobor doctrine. The Holy Scriptures were of secondary im-
portance to Spiritual Christians, since the inner revelation came
first, for the former was a dead and the latter a living word. "There
is much in the Holy Scriptures that may suit one and much that
stilts another, so we have accepted what is appropriate to us," the
DukHobors said at an investigation. The pious Uklein, who had
studied the Bible, did not approve of this liberal attitude towards
the Scriptures, and when Pobirokhin declared his intention of
pronouncing judgment on the universe, he entirely lost faith in
his father-in-law and severed all relations with him. From then on
die Bibk was for him the indispensable and only foundation of
religion. So he passed from Spiritual to Evangelical